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We have had a busy and successful 2020. 

The Covid 19 outbreak resulting in a country-wide lock-down clearly showed the importance
of Knowing Your Neighbours, and having effective Group Contacts. Our Manager was kept
very busy over this time as residents who were normally too busy to speak to neighbours,
suddenly found themselves wanting each other’s care and support.

Over this time, our membership increased significantly. However, we must still work on
improving neighbourhood connections so we have recently instigated an Outreach Group
to work into the more difficult-to-reach places, such as youth, new immigrants, refugee
populations, and areas of lower socio-economic status (as defined by government). A well
connected city is vital to our ongoing safety and well-being. 

We expect to be further challenged over 2020 (post Covid 19) because charity funding has
been affected by lockdown, and our income is likely to be significantly reduced from these
sources. We continue to be thankful to ongoing supporters, volunteers and funders,
including Palmerston North City Council.  If anyone else is interested in supporting us, we
would be pleased to hear from you!

Diane Hirst
Board Chair

Welcome



Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa – Warm wishes to you all 

Our commitment with working alongside Neighbourhood Support continues and
strengthens as a result of having Alison the Neighbourhood Support Manager based
at the Highbury Police Station.  Her enthusiasm to engage with members of the public
to form new groups and support the existing groups is refreshing to see.  This certainly
helps police when providing prevention advice. There has been a couple of new police
initiatives introduced in our area over the last couple of months. Firstly is the Mobile
Police Base (MPB) as seen in the photos below.  The first with Inspector Ross
Grantham in the Square and the other when it was used at the Ratana celebrations
earlier this year.  The purpose of the MPB is a prevention tool, where is will be used at
public events.  You may see it next at the Oxford Street Party earlier next month.
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From our Police Partners



This nifty device pictured is a steering lock. You can
purchase one for under $30 and it can save your car
being stolen.  They are very simple to use and are not
only a physical barrier to car thieves but also just seeing
one in place in a car is enough of a deterrent.  People
who have a car older than 5 years are encouraged to use
a steering lock which could save a lot of expense and
inconvenience.

The second is the introduction of police
on E-bikes.  Palmerston North have been
allocated four E-bikes and four staff have
been trained in the guidelines of using
them at Public events and around the
Central City. As well as giving staff
mobility and versatility in busy city
streets, being on two wheels instead of
four also increases visibility.  Once they
have been issued their uniforms you will
no doubt see them on the beat.

Safety Tip
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And last but not least the
Community Group based at
Highbury has been re-named
to the Prevention Targeting
Team
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In August this year the Palmerston North Neighbourhood Support (NHS) Board
decided to create a sub-committee with two goals in mind. To examine new ideas
to grow our membership, and to establish NHS groups in high deprivation, or
marginalised neighbourhoods.  Even with the very best of intentions NHS has rarely
been able to establish and sustain NHS groups in these neighbourhoods.  The idea
has led to the establishment of Project Outreach. The Outreach sub-committee
consists of four Board members, plus Alison Jarden (NHS Manager). 

A significant list of ideas and initiatives have emerged including reaching with ‘Ora
Konnect’, this being a local project whose mandate is improving social outcomes,
cohesion and resilience in the 4412 postcode area.  (Highbury, Takaro and Awapuni
areas)   

When we sit down, think about and analyse opportunities to collaborate with
stakeholders, there is an almost endless list of people and institutions that can
support our kaupapa.  The Outreach team now have a workplan that will take us
forward well into 2021. 

The Outreach team is also exploring examples, elsewhere in New Zealand, where
NHS has managed to gain penetration to some marginalised neighbourhoods. It is
so important that we recognise that high deprivation, marginalised communities
will experience higher rates of victimisation that other locations.  So, NHS is such an
important entity in terms of improving neighbourhood connectedness, social
cohesion, resilience, and sense of belonging to community.  

The project team consists of Alison Jarden, Venky Kannan, Adrian van Dyk,
Inspector Ross Grantham (Police) and Councillor Pat Handcock.  We will keep you
posted as this venture ‘unfolds’.

Project Outreach
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Meet the Newbies

Venky Kannan - Board Member

Adrian van Dyk - Board Member

Venky Kannan is a Lighting Designer by profession, born in
India and raised in Dubai.  Venky, along with his wife and
two sons relocated to Palmerston North in 2014.  He is
Assistant Governor for the Rotary Manawatu network and
works with youth in the community.  Venky has a passion for
mentoring the leaders of tomorrow with his 30 years of
international business experience. 

Adrian is currently the General Manager at local Legal Firm, CR
Law. Adrian has a broad business background across a range  of
different industries including, Banking, Real Estate, Managed
Services and the Not-for-Profit Sector. In addition to his working
career Adrian enjoys giving back to the community and has held
Board positions with a number of  not-for-profit and community
organisations, and always keen to lend a hand with fundraising
events. In his spare time Adrian is currently rebuilding a classic
mini and enjoys spending time with his wife and three nearing
adult children.

Palmerston North Neighbourhood Support covers Palmerston North City and includes
Ashhurst, Linton and Tokomaru.   If you would like to join a group, or create your own
group please contact Alison Jarden on 06 355 4468 or email her on
info@pncitysupport.com

If you are already part of a group and would like to receive our weekly email updates
then let Alison know and she can add you to her list.  The weekly emails contain reported
crime for the previous week and also useful updates from our policing partners.


